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LICENSING REGULATORY SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the proceedings at a meeting of the Licensing Regulatory Sub-Committee held 
in the District Council Chamber, South Lakeland House, Kendal, on Thursday, 15 
September 2022, at 10.00 a.m. 
 

Present 
 

Councillors 
 
   

Kevin Holmes 
 

Helen Irving 
 

Ian Wharton 
 

 

Officers 
 

Jane McKeon Case Management Officer (Support Services) 

Josie Smith Legal, Governance and Democracy Specialist (Solicitor) 

Tony Smith Licensing Specialist - Health & Environment 

 
NOTE - A minute’s silence was held in memory of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. 
 

LRS/7 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN  
 
RESOLVED – That Councillor Kevin Holmes be elected Chairman for the meeting. 
 

LRS/8 APOLOGIES AND RECONSTITUTION OF MEMBERSHIP  
 
There were no apologies and there had been no change in the membership of the Sub-
Committee and, therefore, no reconstitution was necessary. 
 

LRS/9 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
RESOLVED – That it be noted that no declarations of interests were raised. 
 

LRS/10 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - EXCLUDED ITEMS  
 
RESOLVED – That it be noted that there are no excluded items on the agenda. 
 

LRS/11 INTRODUCTIONS  
 
The Chairman made introductions and read out the procedure for the meeting. 
 

LRS/12 APPLICATION TO RENEW HACKNEY CARRIAGE VEHICLE CONTRARY TO 
VEHICLE AGE LIMIT POLICY  
 
The Licensing Specialist presented a report regarding an application to renew the 
hackney carriage vehicle licence, which would require the Council to dispense with the 
current Vehicle Age Limit Policy. In this instance, the vehicle in question was more than 
ten years old and was not a wheelchair accessible vehicle. 
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The Applicant’s vehicle was first registered on 15 May 2012 and had been licenced as a 
hackney carriage since September 2016.  Details of the vehicle’s MOT history are 
included as Appendix 2 to the report. 
 
The Applicant confirmed that he did not wish to ask the Licensing Specialist any 
questions.  
 
Members sought clarification on some of the defects of the vehicle found within the MOT. 
The Licensing Officer reported that the defects in question could only have been picked 
up by a specialist with the appropriate equipment. On inspection of the vehicle, no 
apparent issues had been be found.  
 
The Applicant addressed the Sub-Committee, he confirmed that he was aware of the ten 
year vehicle age limit rule. He explained that due to the difficulty faced during the Covid-
19 Pandemic his income had dropped significantly. The Applicant advised that the taxi 
was his main source of income which meant he had not been able to buy a replacement 
vehicle. The Applicant thanked Members for considering his Application.  
 
The Licensing Officer had no further questions and advised the Committee that he had 
inspected the vehicle with a colleague and found the vehicle to be in very good condition.   
 
Members from the Licencing Sub-Committee did not have any questions for the Applicant 
 
When asked to provide a summary of his Application the Applicant confirmed that both 
Licensing Specialists had inspected the vehicle and requested that his Application for the 
renewal of his licence be granted.  
 
Note – The Sub-Committee passed a resolution to adjourn the meeting to exclude the 
press and public in making its decision and retired in accordance with Regulation 14(2) of 
the Licensing Act 2003 (Hearings) Regulations 2005 (as amended) in order to further 
consider the application. 
 
The Sub-Committee, supported by the Legal, Governance and Democracy Specialist 
(Solicitor), then withdrew at 10.10 a.m. to consider the application. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 10.23 a.m. 
 
The Legal, Governance and Democracy Specialist (Solicitor) communicated the Sub-
Committee’s decision. 
 
Having read and heard the representations made orally and in writing by the Applicant, 
and based on the submitted report, the Sub-Committee: 
  
RESOLVED – That the Council’s age limit policy be dispensed with on this occasion and 
that Mr. Evans be granted a renewal for his Hackney Carriage Vehicle Licence for the 
vehicle bearing the registration mark LL12 BZC, for a 12 month period. 
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The evidence presented to Members at the hearing and documents contained within the 
report showed that: 
  
a. The Applicant’s vehicle undergoes a four-monthly MOT tests in accordance with 
the Council’s Policy due to the vehicle being over 8 years old; 
 
b. The Engineers report and inspection did not identify any problems; 
 
c. Members were satisfied with the current state of the vehicle in light of the evidence 
before them; and 
 
d. This application was the Applicant’s first extension request beyond the Council’s 
Ten Years Age Limit for Hackney Carriage Vehicle. 
 
 
 
 
 


